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 The  March 
meeting will 
be held at the 
Ferguson Brewery 
on 15 March.  
Details to follow.
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Photo Challenge

Glenn Owen and his wife out for a Valentine’s Day 
dinner.  He tells me the Three Kings are: Elvis, a British 
King and King Kong.  Sounds like a fun late afternoon 
and evening.

For the Month of March, since it comes in like a Lion 
and goes out like a Lamb, let’s try to get pictures of MGs 
with lions or lambs.  Real, statues, pictures, stuffed 
animals or whatever your creativity comes up with.
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February 2022 Meeting Minutes
This was in all likelihood the 

shortest regular meeting of the year. 
Andy Ackerman called the meeting to 
order at 7.02. By 7: 04 the attendees 
quieted down enough to begin. The 
treasurer reported that there was 
$12631.61 in the account. Andy 
asked that the minutes from last 
month be approved and the motion 
was passed. The Triumph Club annual 

Polar Bear run was discussed.  The 
scheduled Breakfast gathering was 
announced and looked forward to 
by those who normally attend. The 
regular meeting closed with an update 
on The Pinewood Derby.  The business 
meeting dissolved into a pleasant 
dinner.

Submitted by Bob Horzmann

Holiday Party Photos by Glenn and Christine Owens
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Upcoming Activities
Hi folks, 

 Mark your calendars for the 
upcoming March events:

1st March 22: Activities Committee 
meeting: We will meet via WebEx.

15th March 22:  Regular Club 
meeting: Will held at the Ferguson 
Brewery: (details to follow).

20th March 22: Terry Fanning 
Drive: (Details to follow).

24th March 22: RUBCO: Sunny 
Street Cafe 9:30am. (directions to 
follow).

27th March 22: Pinewood Derby 
Day: This event will be held at Paul 
Summers car condo. Pizza will 
be provided, bring your favorite 
beverage. Start time 1pm. (Directions 
below).

The Easter Car Show at Forest Park, 
17th April 22, is a Go, so plan on 
signing up early.

Hope to see you on the road.

Roger

Directions to the Pinewood Derby racing site:

Take the Olive St. Rd. exit off of Chesterfield Airport Rd.  
Make a left off Olive St. onto Spirit Valley E. Dr. and follow 
that around the right hand curve to 600 Spirit Valley E. Dr. 
(The Place).  Please park on the street.  The event will be in 
the clubhouse which is the part of the building nearest the 
street. 

Photo Challenge Runner-Up 
by Andy Ackerman
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Chairman’s Report

Many thanks to Paul Summers, Roger 
Douglas, Simon Dix and John Mangles for 
making the Holiday Party a real success.   
In hindsight, putting the party off for more 
than a month, proved worthwhile as the 
Covid-19 numbers came down dramatically 
and the risk of infection was low.  The trivia 
was great with Table 1 winning and the door 
prizes were fun and MG related.  

The Terry Fanning Rally is coming up on 
the 20th of March.  This is the first day of 
spring and hopefully we will have a good 
turnout for the MG Clubs first official drive 
of the year.  As you may be aware, Terry 
Fanning was instrumental in bringing about 

changes in relaxing the laws regarding your 
MG’s emissions requirements and licensing.  
Roger Douglas and Bob Horzmann are the 
rally masters and their route will prove to 
be challenging.  See the website for further 
details.  

We had several MGs show up for the 
Polar Bear Run hosted by SLTOA.  Robert 
Guinness was present in his red MGA and 
polar bear outfit and managed to provide 
true meaning to the event.  Although the 
roads were mostly clear, a large number 
of cars were there despite the cloudy and 
windy day.  I encourage everyone to get out 
and drive: not only to exercise your car but 
to enhance your mind.  Don’t wait for the 
first bright, warm, sunny day.   It will never 
be a perfect day but as long as there is no 
salt or slush on the road any day is perfect.  

Don’t forget that in March, we will have 
our club meeting on Tuesday March 15th.   
I know this is different but we did this so 
that we could go back to Ferguson Brewing 
Company.   They have a 2nd floor dining area 
that will provide a room to us and the food 
and drink are usually good.  Any suggestions 
for different venues will certainly be 
entertained.   I can’t say this enough, but 
we have great club and don’t forget to thank 
members that provide the planning and fun.  
Drive you MG and enjoy the experience.  
That is why we have these cars.  

Safety Fast! And Motor on!

Andy
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From the Editor’s Garage
I have to admit that I didn’t get a lot 

done in my unheated garaage during 
February.  My son and his family came 
in from California at the end of January 
and stayed with us until the weekend 
before Valentine’s Day.  It was a lot 
of fun meeting my new grandson and 
playing with my almost 3 year old grand 
daughter.

After the kids went home, Ann and I 
decided that we needed to try to help our 
grandaughter who is gluten sensitive by 
trying out some gluten free cookie and 
bread recipes.  If I hadn’t gone down the 
technology path, I would have become 
a chef - I’ve always enjoyed cooking.  
In fact, part of what sealed the deal 
for Ann was my cooking.  So, trying to 
make gluten free baked goods for my 
grandaughter was both a challenge and a 
lot of fun.  I’ve made two different loaves 
of gluten free bread for Mallory, the first 
I thought was OK, but it had a bit of a 
texture problem.  I altered my recipe 
to change the texture and the second 
loaf turned out nearly perfect.  Both are 
heartily approved by Mal, along with the 
gluten free macaroons I baked.  I’ll be 
trying French macarons next.  I guess 
I’ll be cooking more than usual, but I 
promise not to turn this column into a 
cooking tutorial.

I’m still in a quandary about the fuel 
injection for my BGT V8 project, but 
that won’t stop me from completing the 
short block assembly.  I’ve found that 
TA Performance still has a lot of parts 
for the Buick 215 and because the Olds 

215 shortblock is identical except for 
the pistons, I can get a new timing cover 
which houses the oil pump and the new 
parts to complete the assembly.  I’ll be 
lacing the order around the same time 
the you receive this newsletter.  My hope 
is that March is warmer so I can actually 
spend time working on final short block 
assembly.  I want to document the 
shortblock assembly and cam timing 
processes for more articles.

My guilty pleasure has been watching 
old episodes of Engine Masters and 
Wheeler Dealer on Motortrend TV.  If 
you have access to this, I’d recommend 
watching Wheeler Dealers Season 2, 
Epsodes 9 and 10 where Mike Brewer 
and Edd China refurbish a 1980 MGB-GT.  
I wonder if it was a setup or not because 
the car was really nice mechanically 
and needed only a repaint and interior 
to make it show worthy.  But is was fun 
watching Edd tackle various tasks and 
seeing new MGB and GT body shells 
stacked up at the MGOC workshop.

I hope you are able to take advantage 
of the great weather that is coming up.  I 
plan to get some seat time and miles in 
my ZA.

  Safety Faster!

 Perkins   
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MG Club Holiday Party
The 2022 Holiday Party finally happened...

and  it was great! The gathering was quite 
special and for many of us it was the first time 
we’d gathered indoors in the past two years.

A picture is worth a thousand words...

                            The 
           Holiday Party was
     nearly a Valentine’s
             Day Party

Photos by Glenn Owens
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                            The 
           Holiday Party was
     nearly a Valentine’s
             Day Party

The announced starting time was 6:00... 
I arrived ten minutes early and the room 
was nearly filled. It was obvious that the 
members enjoyed the gathering.

There were lots of 
door prizes, but the 
“best in show” was the 
lamp by John Mangles. 
The base is a portion of 
an overdrive. The only 
bad thing, is replacing 
the shade every 5000 
miles.

Photos by Christine Owens

...and a good time was had by all.
  Glenn Owens
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Triumph Club Polar Bear Run

There were over 40 cars of 
various makes and models!  
Triumph, Volvo, Miata, MG and 
one driven by a bear.  

The pandemic restrictions have made 
gatherings difficult the past couple of  
years. It was great to be able to take 
part in club activities again and there 
was a break in the weather too. 
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Of course, the line of cars became separated several 
times during the drive and a few dropped out before 
it was over—but it was a great day to be out and the 
final stop was at the Big Chief Roadhouse for lunch.

Photos by Andy Ackerman 
and Glenn Owens
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Ignition Science

The waveform shown above is the voltage 
at the connection of the coil primary to 
the points. The vertical scale is 5 volts per 
major division and the horizontal scale is 5 
milliseconds per major division. Evident is 
the voltage “bounce” when the points open 
ie when the coil fires. This bounce would be 
much worse without the condenser.

Here’s the math:

Engine speed is approximately 1000rpm. 
That is 1000/60 = 16.66 revs per second. 
The distributor turns at 1/2 engine speed 
so that’s 8.33 rps. The distributor cam 
has 4 lobes so the points open and close 
4 times per cam revolution so that’s 4 x 
8.33 = 33.33 points cycles per second. 
The time it takes for one points cycle (one 
opening to the next) is 1/33.33 = 0.03 sec 
or 30 milliseconds. The waveform shows 
the time the points are closed (0 volts) is 
approximately 20 ms per points cycle. This 
allows the coil magnetic field to saturate 
in preparation for firing. The cam lobe 

opens the points (12 volts, coil fires) for 
approximately 10 ms.

Dwell angle is defined as the time the 
points are closed per distributor cam 
revolution. One engine revolution at 1000 
rpm takes 1/16.66 = 60ms. One distributor 
cam revolution takes 2 x 60ms = 120ms. 
The waveform shows the points stay closed 
for approximately 20ms or 1/6 of one cam 
revolution. One cam revolution is 360 
degrees so the dwell is 1/6 of 360 degrees 
or 60 degrees. Although the time it takes 
for the points to open and close decreases as 
engine rpm increases, dwell angle remains 
constant. Turning the distributor to set 
static timing (ie 11 degrees BTDC on my 
1974 MGB) does not effect dwell angle. 
Adjusting the points gap does effect dwell 
angle.

I designed 
an ignition 
simulator 
to test/
calibrate 
MGB 
tachometers. 
The photo 
above is 
the ignition 
simulator 
signal set for 
1000 rpm 
connected 
to the 
later MGB 
electronic 
tach above. 

When completed the simulator will be able 
to test the early MGB electric tach, the later 
MGB electronic tach, and ignition coils.

Bob Bentzinger        
             Photos by the author
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MG Parts for Sale
MGA Parts: Bonnet (2-Alloy) $40 & $80; Boot lid (2-Alloy) - $50 & $75; Left front fender - $35; 
Doors (Alloy): Left (1) and right (2) - $50 each; Left and right rear fenders - $25 each; Folding 
top frame - $25; Fuel tank - $20; Door hinges (set of 4) - $20; Aluminum oil cooler (2) - $15 each; 
Removable Fiberglass hardtop (not complete) - $40; Complete rolling chassis - $100; Misc. other 
MGA parts.

MGB Parts: Bucket seats (pair)(62-68) w/new white leather coverings (very nice) - $200; dash-
board (62-67) - $30, oil gauges, temp gauges, clock - $10 each; Body side moulding set (62-80)(2 
sets, plated steel) - $20 per set of 6; Grille (62-69 good ribs) - $20; Complete sway bar (3/4” 62-80) 
- $15; “split-branch” exhaust manifold (2)(12H 3911 or 12H709) - $45 each; Alloy intake manifold 
(62-71, 2-SU?) $15; Misc. other MGB parts.

‘74-1/2 MGB Parts:  Complete steering column w/switches and key (73-80?) - $25; Pistons, 1800 
(set of 4, .010”, .020”, or .030” over???) - free; drive shaft for “with overdrive” - free; Complete 1800 
“short block” (‘79 I think?) - $80; New in package Moss 217-200 MG shop apron - $10

Call or text Ron Birke at 314-249-7604 or email at rongwn@gmail.com for pictures
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NAMGAR GT-47
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NAMGBR MG 2022
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Pinewood Derby - 2022

Page 3
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Parting Shots
26 Mar 22—Coffee, Coffee & Cars, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, 9-11 AM.  

26 Mar 22—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 
Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM. 

27 Mar 22—First St Louis Region SCCA Autocross of the season, World Wide 
Technology Raceway.  Event fee $55, plus $15 weekend membership for non-
SCCA members; online pre-registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://
solo.stlscca.org/. 

10 Apr 22—First BSCC Autocross of the season, Family Arena, St Charles.  
Show around 9-9:30, $40 for six runs.  For more information or to get on the 
email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com. 

16 Apr 22—Annual Gateway Healey Association Wash-Up/Tune-Up.  
Traditional pre-Forest Park gathering for British car owners (or whatever 
other interesting vehicle you have).  Details TBD, keep an eye on www.
gatewayhealey.com. 

16 Apr 22—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  
Event fee $55, plus a $15 weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online 
registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://solo.stlscca.org/. 

17 Apr 22—Annual HCCMO Forest Park Concours, AKA The Easter Show, 
incorporating the 2022 MG-Triumph Challenge. Monitor http://hccmo.com/ 
for confirmation on the concours.

30 Apr 22— Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 
Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 9 AM.

St. Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub

Submit your application 
by May 9 and 

receive a T-shirt 
discount!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FOURTH ANNUAL 
KIRKWOOD ROUTE 66 FESTIVAL: CARS AND GUITARS

June 11, 2022

https://www.kirkwoodmo.org/recreation/route-66-cars-and-guitars-festival



MG Club of St. Louis Officers and Support Staff
Position Name      Address  Phone    Email

Chairman Andy Ackerman    (314)325-6337  Chairman@stlouismgclub.com

Treasurer Bob Bentzinger           Treasurer@stlouismgclub.com

Secretary Bob Horzmann 412 Glenmeadow Dr. (636)227-3449  Secretary@stlouismgclub.com
     Ballwin, MO 63011

Events Roger Douglas 5211 Heege Road (314)578-4132  Events@stlouismgclub.com
     Affton, MO 63123

Membership Paul Summers (314)717-7287 (636)536-6606 Membership@stlouismgclub.com

Editor  John Perkins  431 Gunnison Gorge (314)378-0967  Editor@stlouismgclub.com
     Wildwood, MO 63011

Registrars  Name  Phone  E-Mail
Pre-war  Bob Horzmann (636)227-3449  Pre-war@stlouismgclub.com

T-Series  Paul Summers (314)717-7287  TSeries@stlouismgclub.com

MGA/Magnette Robert Guinness (573)898-5864  mga-magnette@stlouismgclub.com

MGB/MGC  Marcus Tetzaff (770)596-2127 mgb-mgc@stlouismgclub.com

Spridget  Bruce Hamper (314)822–4831 spridget@stlouismgclub.com

Cars In Boxes Walt Murphy  (314)645-1665 carsinboxes@stlouismgclub.com

Other Marques Byron Golfin  (314)469-7146  othermarques@stlouismgclub.com

FOR A FULL LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND MUCH 
MORE,  BROWSE OUR EXCELLENT WEB SITE AT:

http://www.stlouismgclub.com/
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Club Organization


