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The May club 
meeting will 

be held at Salt 
and Smoke on 
Hampton Ave. 

at 6pm on 9 May.  
Details to follow.

Table of Contents
April 11th Meeting Minutes 2
Upcoming Activities  3
Chairman’s Report  4
From the Editor’s Garage  5
Great Rating Custard Cruise 6
59th Concours d’Elegance 8
Missouri Endurance Rally, 2022 10
Oil Leak Adventures – Part 2 14
26th Annual British Car Week 19
NAMGAR GT-47   20
NAMGBR MG 2022  21
MGB for Sale   22
Parting Shots - May is a busy Month! 23
Club Organization  24

Photo Challenge

Glenn and Christine Owens taking their ‘A’ on a 100 
mile cruise to the Montelle Winery.

For the Month of May, I’d like to get photos of your car 
in a floral setting.

Honorable mentions to Roger Douglas and Andy 
Ackerman.  

MGBs being assembled at the Works 
in Abington.  From evidence in the 
picture, this would be circa ‘71 or ‘72.
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April 11th Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order sat 7:02 in 
a rather crowded room by Andy Ackerman 
The treasurer, Bob Bentzinger, reported 
that the club had $10,349 and change in the 
account.

Discussion followed on the last weekend 
sightings of MGs at Past and Present in 
St. Charles. A quick review followed on 
The Great Rating Custard Rally with a 
breakdown of the best Custard in the area. 
The results showed Silkies as the overall 
winner.

The minutes from the March Meeting were 
approved by the membership.

This month project 
includes;

Lee Fox and a camshaft 
replacement 

Glen Owens and Bruce 
Hamper tuned Glens MGA 
and set the carbs correctly.

Plans were made for the 
Easter car Show at Forest 
Park. 

The May meeting site was given as Salt and 
Smoke on Hampton ave. Future events were 
reviewed and are listed in the newsletter. 

The meeting ended with items offered for 
sale. Both seats and a top were very quickly 
sold. 

Attending the meeting were:
Andy Ackerman, Jinn Myles, Paul 

Summers, Rich Rhyner, Pete sand Carolyn 
Westbay, Lee Fox, Tim Bosch

Walt Murphy, Greg Dohogne, Allen Decker, 
Anna Pran and Stephen Stacey, Bruce 
Hamper, Chris Kresser, Ranney DoHogne, 
Glen Owens, Rich Berger, Bob Bentzinger, 
Bonnie and Stan Wagner, Jim and Tina 
Vivian, Jim and Paula David, and Robert 
(Sorry, I couldn’t read your name).

Submitted by Bob Horzmann
 Photos by Glenn Owens
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Upcoming Activities

Hi folks, 

 Mark your calendars for the upcoming 
May events:

3rd May 22: Activities Committee 
meeting: We will meet at Kirkwood Park 
12:30pm. Bring your lunch.

7th May 22: Drive Your MG Day. We will 
meet at the Gas Mart located on old Olive St. 
Rd. at 10:30am. Babler Park picnic lunch, 
brats and hot dogs, provided by the Club. 
Bring your favorite beverage and a side dish. 

9th May 22:  Regular Club meeting: Will 
be held at Salt and Smoke restaurant located 
on Hampton Ave.  6pm (Details to follow)

14th May 22: Fling in the Spring drive. 
Driving to Pierre Marquette for lunch. 
(Details to follow)

15th May 22: The MG Club of St. Louis 
has been invited to join the SLTOA Covered 
Bridge/Maifest Drive beginning at the 
“Covered Bridge”, located some 17 miles 
south of I-270, just off Hwy 21, meandering 

through the Sandy Valley, with our eventual 
destination, The German Cultural Society’s 
Donau Park.

We will meet at the Covered Bridge at 9:30, 
at which time we will have private access 
to “the Bridge” for a photo opportunity 
compliments of John Moore and Mark 
Morgan. For the cost of printing, John will 
print and provide a large format photo, 
suitable for framing you and your Little 
British Car (LBC).

We depart the Covered Bridge Park around 
11:00 for about an hour’s drive through the 
countryside, planning to arrive at Donau 
Park shortly after noon.

We attended this event a few years ago and 
it is a great time. Thanks to Karl Schmitt for 
proposing this drive.

Sandy Creek Covered Bridge State Historic 
Site, 2545, 9001 Old Lemay Ferry Rd., 
Hillsboro, MO 63050

21st May 22: The last cars and coffee at 
Westport Plaza.

22nd May 22: Wine Tour. 10am start 
time. (More details to follow)

26th May 22: RUBCO: Uncle Bill’s 
Pancakes, 3427 S Kingshighway Blvd, 9:30 
AM

We had a great time in April. My thanks go 
out to Carylon and Pete Westbay for hosting 
an outstanding rate your custard drive! The 
Forest Park Show was a great success, thank 
you Andy for getting all of us in one place 
and leading us to the park.

Hope to see you on the road,

Roger Douglas
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Chairman’s Report

Whew!  I am worn out!  The month of April 
was jammed packed with driving events and 
we still have Rubco to go.  

First, we had the Custard Cruise which 
was a new event created by Pete and 
Carolyn Westbay.  Silky’s was crowned 
the winner and the urban drive was well 
planned and just plain fun.  Not that I would 
ever get tired of custard ice cream but by 
the end of the day, I was full.  Again, this was 
an easy drive and one that everyone could 
accomplish.  

We also had our first Cars and Coffee at 
Westport.  It was a cold and windy Saturday 
morning but a few MGs, Triumphs, and 
vintage Volvos were there.  Hopefully we 
will have a bigger turnout in May and then 
the venue will switch to another location 
on Manchester.  Check the Cars and Coffee 

website for details.  
Once again, the MG Club of St. Louis 

triumphed over the SLTOA (St. Louis 
Triumph Owners Association) with a 20 – 
18 victory.  Thanks to all that participated 
and thanks to Roger Douglas for picking up 
the much need donuts on another cold and 
windy Easter Day.  Both of the clubs had the 
most cars on the field and we garnered a lot 
thanks from the crowd.  The trophy resides 
in Paul Summers car condo in case anyone 
wants to stop by and gaze upon its eminence.  
Ask Paul for permission first!

Tom Hurlbert did a great job on the 
Missouri Endurance Rally and merits much 
praise.  This was a tough and challenging 
rally but all 8 entrants finished with a little 
help from friends.  If you are just a little 
intimidated about doing such a rally you 
have to remember that we leave no car 
behind.  We all have phone numbers of the 
participants so you can always call for help 
and someone will show up.  This is truly a 
great driving experience for you and your 
MG and is great fun.  Start preparing for 
next year!

Next month we have a Picnic Drive at 
Babler Park and I expect some of you non-
event drivers to be there!   It will be nice 
to see everyone and maybe you will get a 
chance to drive someone else’s car.  The club 
meeting will be on Monday the 9th and at 
Salt and Smoke.  Expect great BBQ.  Also, 
on the 22nd, we will have a Wine Tour to 
Montelle Winery.  Great views of scenic 
Augusta, Mo.  Until then, remember it is 
better to drive your car than let it sit in the 
garage.

Safety Fast! And Motor on!

Andy
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From the Editor’s Garage
In addition to the MG-ZA and MGB-GT V8 

projects in my garage, I have my ‘72 MGB-
GT and ‘69 MGC-GT stored in a building near 
by.

As I have learned, cars in storage also 
require some minimum maintenance.  I 
recently accompanied a friend of mine who 
stores his car hauler at the same facility to 
help him pick up his trailer and checked on 
my MGs.  The tires were flat and they are 
both covered with a layer of dust from long 
storage.

The BGT still has its original American 
Racing Libre wheels (I have the dealer 
invoice that shows the first owner of my BGT 
paid $25 each as part of the purchase to be 
installed before delivery).  The problem is 
that 50 years later, the gold anodizing on the 
spokes is gone and there is a bit of curb rash 
on the rims.  I need to have them restored.  

Luckily, I still have the Datsun 240z wheels 
that I used for winter wheels.  With the old 
Michelin 165-14 snow tires, my BGT was the 
best snowmobile I’ve ever owned.  The 35 
year old snow tires were beyond redemption, 
so I mounted the 195/65-14 tires left over 
from our Volvo 240 wagon on the Datsun 
wheels and made the trip down to swap 
them and I brought a small compressor to fill 
up the MGC tires.  

I was smart enough to leave the parking 
brake off on both cars, so they can be easily 
moved, therefore, the wheel swap on the 
MGB-GT went smoothly.

I’m now having a fantasy about rebuilding 
the brake and clutch hydraulics, then 
flushing out the gas tank, cleaning the carbs, 
and installing the new fuel pump I have for 
it.  Finally, swapping the cracked head with 
the new aluminum head I have and driving 

my BGT out the the storage barn to my 
home.  I’m going to talk to the guys at the 
storage facility and make sure they don’t 
have a problem with me coming there for a 
few hours a week to make it happen.

I’m talking with a guy who is telling me he 
can restore the wheels, but he’s being a little 
cagey about anodizing the sand cast areas, 
so I’m going to try to find someone is more 
familiar with metal finishing.  If you have 
any suggestions on someone to restore my 
aluminum wheels, please let me know.

On my V8 project, I’m still working on 
fitting the rings to all 8 cylinders and 
building a tool to fit the rear main seal 
correctly before the final clean on the block 
for final assembly.  I decided that I would 
finish all jobs that makes metal filings before 
trying to assemble anything.  Cleanliness 
is paramount in assembling a new engine.  
(My wife doesn’t understand why I want 
parts and assembly areas near-surgical in 
something that she says is going to get dirty 
the first time I put oil in it and start it up!)

The Magnette is having a problem with 
a loud noise coming from the front of the 
car whenever I brake hard.  It’s not related 
to brakes, but may be the engine crank 
dog hitting the front crossmember, since 
I’m seeing some metal damage there (I’m 
really hoping it’s not a broken crankshaft).  
I’ve got to finish the 
restraint rod system 
and retest it.  I’m 
also going to see if 
there are any better 
engine mounts for the 
Magnette.

 Safety Faster!

 Perkins   
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Great Rating Custard Cruise
On a sunny, cold, and windy Saturday 

April 9th 2022, the Custard Cruise started 
from Ted Drewe’s parking lot with seven 
cars and nine people brave enough to risk 
the cold to sample frozen custard shops 
around the St. Louis area.  For a custard 
shop to be included on the cruise we decided 

they should be 
independent 
shops or from 
a smaller 
chain, and 
serve primarily 
frozen custard, 
no hamburgers 
or other 
types of meals.  Custard should be their 
main focus.  With this criteria, we included 
a couple of chain places, like Andy’s and 
Fritz’s, but excluded places like McDonald’s 
and DQ.  

It was hard to explain what frozen custard 
was to our many family members that have 
never lived in St. Louis.  Harder to explain 
was why folks in St. Louis LOVE their 
frozen custard so, but they do. According 
to Country Living Magazine “Ice cream and 
custard are both made from cream or milk 
and sugar. But according to the FDA, one key 

difference sets the two apart: It’s all about 
the yolks. Ice cream contains at least 10 
percent milkfat and less than 1.4 percent 
egg yolk, while custard contains at least 10 
percent milkfat but must have more than 1.4 
percent egg yolk.”

It was amazing that a quick 
internet search showed six 
frozen custard locations in the 
Greater St. Louis area.  Club 
members suggested another two 
(thank you Bob B. and Robert 
G.) and mapping out the drive 
took us right by another shop, 
so we had a total of nine shops to 
sample custard.  With two shops 
having limited parking, we opted 
to pre-purchase custard from 
them so the cruise stopped at 
seven locations starting in St. 
Louis and ending in St. Charles.  
It was a pretty drive through 
some beautiful neighborhoods 
with trees and flowers in their 
spring blooms.  

We asked participants to rate 
the custard on three criteria, 
creaminess, sweetness and 
vanilla’ish.  Yes, I know that is 
a made up word, but it fit on the 

score sheets!  We also asked participants 
to give an overall rating to each of the 
custards.  The nine custard shops were 
Ted Drewe’s, Mr. Wizards, Andy’s, St. Louis 
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Great Rating Custard Cruise 
Frozen Custard, Silky’s, Fritz’s, Doozle’s, 
Lyons, and Deters.  For Vanill’ish Silky’s 
came in first with Deter’s in second.  For 
Creaminess Ted Drewes came in first with 
Silky’s in second, for Sweetness Ted Drewes 
came in first with Silky’s in second.  The 
overall winner of the St. Louis MG Club 

Great Rating Custard Cruise was Silky’s, 
who at a total score of 15.64 just beat out 
Ted Drewes at 15.47.  They were the only 
two shops that scored over 15, Mr. Wizards 
came in third at 14.06, Andy’s came in 

fourth at 13.94, Fritz’s came in fifth at 
12.94, Doozle’s came in sixth at 12.11, St. 
Louis Frozen Custard came in seventh at 
11.89, Deter’s came in eighth at 11.47 and 
Lyons came in last at 9.50.  

Thank you to the folks who came on the 
drive (my apologies on any name mis-
spelling); Tara and Simon Dix, Rich and 
Barb Berger, Andy Ackerman, Joe Pfeiffer, 
Robert Guinness, Jim Myles and Stanley 
Wagner.  And a shout out to Bob Bentzinger 

who attempted to meet up with the drive but 
got to Deters, our last stop, after we were 
already eating lunch.  Most folks drove their 
little British cars and as always it was fun 

getting comments on the cars.  One of the 
custard shop managers owns an MG so we 
passed along a club business card to him.  

Happily the day ended 10 degrees warmer 
than it started. Late lunch at Schlafly 
Bankside had us seated in a private back 
room where we had some great conversation 

along with good food and service.  There is 
a rumor that the club will be having a drive 
to Silky’s later this summer, so those that 
missed the St. Louis MG Club Great Rating 
Custard Cruise keep an eye out for the date 
so you can see for yourself why Silky’s came 
out on top (and I strongly recommend the 
Turtle Sundae with their butter roasted 
pecans!)

Carolyn Westbay    
 Photos by Andy Ackerman
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Horseless Carriage Club of MO 
59th Concours d’Elegance

After two long years,  we finally 
had an Easter Car Show at the 
Muny.   Many of you will be happy to 
know that the MG Club of St. Louis 
has retained the most cherished 
and prestigious British Leyland 
Participation Trophy with a 20 to 18 
car victory.  Many thanks to all the 
club members who made this moment 
possible!    Andy Ackerman

The club gathered and drove en masse to the Muny Parking lot. Over 20 cars 
snaking our way through the roundabouts was a thrill and other traffic yielded to us.

The 
members 
willingly 
answered 
questions 
from the 
crowd. 
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Horseless Carriage Club of MO 
59th Concours d’Elegance

Thanks to all who participated. See you 
at the May meeting at Fire and Smoke.

Photos and additional text by                     
Glenn Owens
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Missouri Endurance Rally, 2022
Congratulations to the 8 teams on participating in the 2022 Missouri 

Endurance Rally (MER) on the 23rd of April.  While not everyone finished, 
I’ve heard many positive stories about yesterday’s MER, so thank you for the 
great feedback.  If anyone has any good pictures, please share them on the 
FB page or send to the Editor for next month’s newsletter.  I will hand out the 
individual team photos at the monthly meeting on May 9th (or mail to those 
that won’t be at the meeting).    Tom Hurlbert

Bob Strathman and Co-Driver Stephen Skegg and Jaysen Vana

Andy Ackerman and Lee Fox Pete and Carolyn Westbay Allen Decker and Co-Driver

Bob Horzmann and              
Bob Bentzinger

Stanley and Bonnie Wagner Glen and Andrew Frasca

The teams that 
competed in the 
2022 Missouri 

Endurance 
Rally
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Missouri Endurance Rally, 2022

The Missouri Endurance rally proved to be 
just that for Bob Bentzinger and me. It was 
typical for a rally with getting lost, driving 
through a closed parade route in Desoto 
and a fruitless attempt to navigate through 
the Mark Twain National Forest. Great 
adventures until we filled up with gas near 
the Arkansas border. The car began to run 
rough. It lacked power and began cutting 
out. Our first thought was bad gasoline. 
Suddenly, it would run as before and off we 
went at 65 mph. After seventy-five miles, 
it gave up the ghost and quit running. At 
that point, Bob replaced the fuel pump. Still 
didn’t run better.

We were helped each time we stopped by 
the residents of Bollinger County who were 
helpful.  We were given gas treatment, and 
pushed when necessary. Each of the cars 
that passed us that were from the club 
stopped to help. This was knowing that they 

would never complete the rally on time. 
Thanks to the club members, we got the 
car running after checking the points and 
replacing the distributor cap and wires. 
Andy and Lee drove back to us even though 

The Final Results for the 2022 Missouri Endurance Rally

Even a breakdown can be picturesque.

The starting grid for the 2022 Missouri Endurance Rally
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Missouri Endurance Rally, 2022
their alternator had quit. I cannot thank 
those who helped enough.

The car was running great after replacing 
the fuel pump, tighten wires to the points, 
and replacing the cap and plug wires. I still 
don’t know what the problem was but the 
car responded. 

After these adventures, if asked would I do 
it again, the answer would be a resounding 
yes. It was the adventure shared with 
friends you didn’t want at the time but will 
cherish forever.

 Bob Horzmann

Great Missouri Endurance Rallye 
yesterday! Tom Hurlbert did a fantastic job 
of laying out one of the most challenging 
contests yet. Andrew R. Ackerman and I 
drove 500 miles across the Ozarks in the 
elusive quest for another win. 

All was going well until deep in the heart 
of the Mark Twain National Forest when we 
stopped to answer nature’s call and the car 
wouldn’t start. I tried the ‘hit starter with 
hammer’ trick and it worked-once! After 
that it was ‘push to start.’

Later we got a call from Stanley Wagner 

that Robert Bentzinger and Bob Horzmann 
were stuck on the side of the road a dozen 
or so miles behind us. In the MG version 
of Band of Brothers we found them and 
Andy had a distributor cap and wires that 
got them going. However, on the way to 
the rescue our alternator crapped out - at 
dark - so we piggy backed a jump box onto 
the battery and headed towards the two 
remaining stops. Voltage was dropping 
dangerously low with 100 miles to go so 
we bought a new battery in Perryville as 
insurance. Made it home around 11 pm 

Whew!

   Lee Fox

Thanks for a great rally. We ran a slightly 
different route and went counter clockwise 
but it was mostly the same.

For us it was – Rockford Beach (otherwise 
known as Tom’s new sign!), Bismarck, 
Annapolis, Van Buren, Alton, Ellsinore, 
Arab, Patton, French village. 

Finally, Andy & Lee, yep it was a bit late for 
a beer afterwards like we planned! Oh well 
there is always next year. Hope you had as 
good a time as we did. See you next time.

Pete Westbay at a lunch stop in Van Buren, MO

Bonnie and Stanley Wagner on a dirt road
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Some other comments which I have shared 
with the Chicagoland MG club (I wish they 
or some of them, would figure out what they 
are missing & join in, as they did in the 
past): 

A great, but long day with getting on for 14 
hours of driving. We were top down from the 
start to the last checkpoint and look suitably 
roasted red for it……  Our car was faultless 
(though everything is now dirty & dusty!) 
and we ended up with 1100 miles on the 
clock, including the trip down & back, for the 
3 days it all took. The roads were definitely 
MG roads with lots of twists and turns, 
ups and downs and some great views. The 
weather was perfect, dry and warm enough 
for the top down, but not sticky & humid 
or too hot (we brought spare clothes just in 
case!). We were eating dinner at some time 
after 11pm so it was a very long day. The 
beer was well earned!

We ran almost the same route but 
‘backwards’, i.e., counter clockwise to the 
one described here. To be the deviants that 
we, are we went from Annapolis to Van 
Buren to Alton, then back tracked to Van 
Buren and on to Ellsinore but otherwise it 
was the same basic route, the difference is 
in the detail of course. There were 5 MGB’s 
(1 with a V8), 2 Midgets and our TR6 for 
the starters. As you can see from the results 
not all finished. A true test of endurance 
for the, car, driver, navigator and an added 
measure of perseverance! We crossed 6 
wet fords and a few dry ones and saw some 
other interesting things, including 5 2020 
Trump flags, 4 long horn cattle, 3 buffalo, 
2 dead snakes on the road and 1 live deer 
etc. (still looking for the partridge ………….). 
No AKA 47’s being polished or chained up 
alligators this year, as we have seen in the 
past! Fortunately, we didn’t make any major 
mistakes or come across undriveable fords 

Missouri Endurance Rally, 2022
or private gated off roads or even roads 
that didn’t actually exist, again, like we 
have in past rallies, so all that was great. 
We did have to make a few minor course 
adjustments as we went along after we 
missed a turn or so, but nothing in the ‘oh 
shit’ department. However, particularly 
after it go dark, we hit problems. We couldn’t 
find the road names/numbers and so elected 
to add a few miles to take a more labelled 
route home to Fenton. Next time we need 
one of those police car searchlights!

The photos show 4 of the participants cars 
at a check point that we came across around 
2pm. No drivers or navigators to be found, 
just the cars………… 

We think they were having a “siesta” at 
the local cantina, probably involving a beer 
or two but can’t be sure! However, we just 
carried on, being dedicated to the task in 
hand…...

All in all, a fun day & highly recommended. 

Personally, I wouldn’t worry about the 
length of the rally. One year when I was 
doing the rally with my daughter, I know we 
were out way past 2 am.

   Stephen Skegg

The 2022 MER Final Standings

1.Bob Strathman & co-driver = 467.7 adjusted miles
2.Stephen Skegg & Jaysen Vana = 472 miles
3.Andy Ackerman & Lee Fox = 476.6 adjusted miles
*subtracted roughly 20 miles for going back 10 

miles to assist Bob B and Bob H - no MG left behind!
4.Pete & Carolyn Westbay = 478 miles
5.Allen Decker & co-driver = 542.8 adjusted miles
6.Bob Bentzinger & Bob Horzmann = DNF, 

mechanical issues
7.Stanley & Bonnie Wagner = DNF, odometer issues
8.Glen & Andrew Frasca = DNF, not car related

Photos by Tom Hurlbert, Carolyn Westbay, 
and Lee Fox
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MGB GT V8 Conversion 
Oil Leak Adventures – Part 2

Well, I got the weather and motivation sooner 
than I thought, right towards the end of March 
so I’m now updating on the “putting it back 
together” side of things. The short version is that 
it’s all back and working again, but I am not sure 
if the leaks are all solved, and I’m not entirely 
sure what might still be leaking, or if all this 
didn’t work as well as I hoped. So that may let 
you avoid reading the gory details that follow!

My plan of attack was to get the oil stuff back 
together and make sure I could get oil pressure. 
There was no point doing that piece and not 
testing before dealing with the cooling system 
stuff. There’s only so much fun to be had taking 
the radiator and other stuff apart, so if the oil 
stuff didn’t work, I wanted to be able to deal with 
it before moving on to putting the cooling system 
back together. I started on a Friday afternoon, 
which tend to be open for me now, and was able 
to get through that by the early evening.

The oil pump cover/filter adapter was quite 
clean and with minimal gasket remnants on its 
mating surface. Still, I used a gasket scraper, 
razor blade and some sandpaper on a flat table 
to work on this and get the mating surface as 
clean as I could. The gasket to use is very thin so 

I wanted this to be truly clean. I then had a close 
look at the bottom of the oil pump which seems 
to be integrated with the front cover of

 the engine. This revealed that 95% of the prior 
gasket was attached to it. I spent quite a lot of 
time, probably 45 minutes to an hour working on 
this with a razor blade and some fine sandpaper 
to also get this mating surface as clean as 
possible. It was quite hard work with the razor 
blade, but I kept moving around and coming at it 
from various angles to get it all off.

Oil Pump Cover Cleaned Mating Surfaces

Bottom of Oil Pump with lots of gasket remains

Bottom of oil pump after gasket removal and cleaning
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Next up was the packing of the oil pump. This 
is noted in the Oldsmobile 1961 F85 service 
manual that I have, along with online sources. 
It’s necessary to assist with getting the oil pump 
primed, probably similar in concept to sucking 
a liquid out of a container with a tube where 
you need to get the liquid up over the high 
point so that you create a flow. In this case you 
need to make sure the oil gets sucked up out of 
the oil pan and not have air causing problems. 
The service manual said to use “Petrolatum” 
which online was more currently described 

as petroleum jelly. There was a note after the 
steps explaining how important this is, so I paid 
attention and dutifully packed every open space 
and between gears with petroleum jelly trying to 
keep it off the mating surfaces around the edges. 
This turned out to be relatively easy and I put 
the other gear back in so that I was then ready 
to install the gasket and the cover. 

The gasket and oil pump cover install turned 
out to be quite tricky. The pump cover is an 
odd shape, it was somewhat difficult to orient 
correctly and, with the car just up on jack 
stands, it was awkward to get a comfortable 
position to work from. My first attempt didn’t 
go very well. I ended up using a 2nd gasket (I 

always buy 2 for just this sort of issue) and 
eventually got everything mated and I was 
trying to be very careful about getting the gasket 
in place and not tearing it as the bolts were 
installed. I didn’t use any gasket sealer since this 

may have to come apart in the future, so I used 
a little bit of grease to help hold the gasket in 
place. Although, after the fact I sort of regret not 
using a small amount of RTV, because I am not 
sure if this still leaks.

Next up in the process was the 90-degree 
adapter. For this I had obtained a new O-ring (2 
to be on the safe side) and it was easy to remove 

Oil Leak Adventures – continued

Oil pump fully packed with petroleum jelly

Pump cover installed and secured

Replacing the O-Ring on the 90-degree adapter
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Oil Leak Adventures – continued
the old and hard O-ring and insert the new one. I 
then screwed the adapter onto the pump cover/
filter adapter and tightened it up to a similar 
level as you would putting on an oil filter and 
leaving the 2 open hose fittings in the same place 
as before when I took it off. 

Now I could install my fancy new red oil lines 
that I got the parts for from Hyspeco in town. 
I had cut the new hose to length using the 
originals as a template and the fittings simply 
push in and this supports up to 300psi. Seems 

odd but it works. I used some Teflon tape on 
the 2 ends that fit into the 90-degree adapter 
and got these nice and tight. I had spent time 
cleaning the adapter and the threads to try and 
make this a no leak problem and then attached 
the other ends to the remote oil filter adapter. 
Those fittings seal with a mating/flaring of the 2 
pieces, similar (but much bigger) to brake lines. I 
then left the remote filter on the ground to have 
gravity help with initial oil flow. 

Now, all that was left was to crank the engine 
and see if we could get oil pressure! I did a last 
minute “Have I forgotten anything, any words of 
wisdom?” call with my MG Doctor, John Mangles 
and then proceeded to crank the engine on the 
starter with the coil disconnected. I did this 
about 3 times before I finally saw the oil gauge 
needle move a bit. That was a very nervous few 
minutes I can tell you, as having to take things 
apart or investigate other ways to prime the oil 
pump were most definitely not on my list of fun 
things to do, not at all in fact! Given that I had 
seen oil pressure, I reconnected the coil and 
then fired the engine for no more than about 10 
seconds to make sure we got full pressure and 
I did! I also checked under the car and didn’t 
find any massive oil dumps or obvious leaks, 
so life seemed quite good at the end of Friday. 
If you want to see a short video of one of the 
happiest moments of oil gauge viewing, I have 
experienced, use this link: https://1drv.ms/v/s!
ApkyiNA958EOgqR1izCgVnDpNAK23Q?e=MNi
aYW

As it turned out the motivation, and weather, 
continued Saturday and I figured I’d do the rest 
of the cooling system stuff to complete the job.

First up was the new thermostat. John had 
suggested that to make sure this sat flush by 
installing it first with a little RTV and let it set 
as the thermostat sits vertically not flat like on 
a B-series engine. I put 4 little dots of RTV at 
each quarter of the circumference and held the 
thermostat in place to let things stick. There 
was a small recess/lip for the thermostat and 
the new one fit perfectly and was quickly held in 
place. I then proceeded to install the housing and 

Installing the 90-degree adapter

New oil lines installed to the 90-degree adapter
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new gasket and no sealer was used here. This 
went together well and there was no need to use 
the 2nd spare gasket I have for this.

There were a couple of additional connections 
to be made. A short piece of hose for a bypass 
connection between the water pump and the 
thermostat housing, which was a bit tricky to 

Oil Leak Adventures – continued
install. The hose would bend as it was in the 
60’s F temperature wise and using a pick I was 
able to persuade the other end of the hose to 
get installed on the outlet that I did second. 
Then there was also a need for an outlet from 
the water pump for the heater box connection. I 
needed a short length of ¾-inch hose, and I used 
a brass ¾ to ½ inch adapter I got from Lowes to 
make this connection. 

I then remembered that I had better get the 
remote oil filter properly installed and rather 
than cut and replace the return hose from 
the radiator to the water pump, I decided to 
stick with the existing hose as it seemed to be 
in good condition, and I thought that one less 
new variable in the setup wouldn’t be a bad 
thing. With this done I was onto the final stuff of 
radiator reinstall and final top hose and overflow 
hose installs. 

The newly repaired and boiled out radiator 
was a bit fiddly to install as it is quite heavy and 
somewhat hard to hold in place while trying to 
get the mounting bolts installed. For a moment 
I thought the new water pump was longer that 
the previous one, but a measurement convinced 
me otherwise and after a couple of rounds of 
wrestling, the radiator was in place and I could 

Thermostat and housing re-installation

Remote oil filter and radiator return hose installed

New hose to connect housing and water pump
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finish up with mounting and tightening bolts 
and getting the last hose connections made and 
secured.

Oil Leak Adventures – continued
After filling the cooling system and getting the 

car fired up, I didn’t see any immediate leaks. 
The car came up to temperature very slowly and 
I could tell the thermostat was opened by feeling 
the outlet hose and top of the radiator itself. As 
the temperature continued to climb and no fan 
kick in, I remembered that I had forgotten to 
connect the electric fan, doh! That was quickly 
corrected, and I checked the fan was pulling and 
everything seemed to be OK. Just idling I wasn’t 
seeing any leaks.

Having driven the car a 100+ miles now I 
am still seeing some oil drips but not as bad as 
before. I am also not sure if the new water pump 
is weeping a little, but this is to be expected and 
with some more miles on the car, I am hoping 
any weeping will stop. I suspect there are other 
oil leaks that may need to be addressed and 
potentially still some issues at the oil pump 
cover. I’m thinking about getting some different 
eyes to have a look and potentially putting some 
die into the engine oil to assist with tracing 
any leaks. So, the jury is still out on this one 
currently, but I learned quite a bit about the V8 
engine during this process.

Simon Dix
   Photos by the Author

All Connected Ready To Fire Up

Repaired radiator and fan installed
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The 26th Annual 
British Car Week 
will take place 
during May 28 
through June 5, 
2022. You can 
learn more by going 
to the British Car 
Week Events Page 
that is linked off of 

the main page. Be sure to mark your calendars! 

While you’re at it, please help us promote these 
events by notifying your British car clubs so they 
can participate by helping us spread the word about 
British Car Week and the classic British car hobby. 

If you’re new to British Car Week, here’s a little bit 
of history.... 

The idea came about during the early spring of 
1997 after reading an article written by Road & 
Track columnist, Peter Egan (Side Glances), in the 
March, 1997 issue or Road & Track Magazine, titled 
“Seldom seen cars.” 

Peter writes in his article about his trip to the 
Dentist’s office, which spawned a conversation about 
cars. While sitting in the Dentist chair with his mouth 
full of gauze, the doctor commented that he hadn’t 
seen a Porsche 356 on the road in years.

During the remainder of his time in the dentist’s 
chair Peter couldn’t speak, so he had plenty of time 
to sit with his eyes closed and ponder about that 
comment. So he asked himself the same question.... 
“When was the last time I saw a Porsche 356 on the 
road?”

He recalled quite a few at organized car events, 
vintage races at Elkhart Lake, Mid Ohio, and 
Monterey, but noted that once he got more than 25 
miles away from those landmark events, most of the 
old cars seemed to evaporate into thin air.

The exception was Southern California, where 
he used to live, where on any Saturday or Sunday, 
he could hang around by the Pacific Coast Highway 
or Mulholland Drive and watch the traffic go 
by. He would see one of almost everything in a 
given hour’s time, from Cobras, Speedsters, ‘32 
high-boy roadsters, to MGA’s, TC’s, E-Types, and 
Woodie wagons. Porsche 356 coupes? They were 
everywhere! Peter continues to tell us in his story 
that the last time he spotted a 356 Porsche on the 
road was in 1976.

As a response to Mr. Peter Egan’s story, birth came 
to British Car Week during that very same spring 
of 1997. This very first successful British Car Week 
began as an earnest attempt to help create interest 
among enthusiastic British car owners, who would 
pull together to help generate awareness of older 
model British cars in their home town environment. 
Car owners and entire clubs came together to make it 
a success.

Since then, British Car Week has been an ongoing, 
annual opportunity for all classic car owners to get 
together with other classic car owners in their own 
communities, regardless of geographical origins, and 
share stories, answer questions, and display their 
cars among those who rarely get a chance to learn 
about and appreciate them. Whether it’s a church 
parking lot, town square, local restaurant, pub, park, 
shopping mall, car rally, or daily drive around town, 
the intent is to get these cars out of their hiding 
places and into public view.

There’s no mistaking, historic British cars are a 
special breed of automobiles that have played an 
important role of shaping automobile design as we 
know it today. Even though they have characteristics 
that are not easily replicated, car manufacturers of 
today are constantly struggling to create the same 
kind of excitement that British car designers of the 
past were able to accomplish so naturally without 
the use of modern technologies. With each passing 
year, their history, design features, racing pedigree, 
and even their idiosyncrasies become increasingly 
appreciated.

This appreciation is especially true for those who 
experience these cars for the very first time. Once 
bitten by the British car hobby bug, these newly born 
enthusiasts begin buying books, magazines, regalia, 
cars and parts, and anything else they can get their 
hands on to fulfill their yearning for British car fun. 
They soon become an integral support that helps 
keep the hobby thriving for many enjoyable years to 
come. If these cars are tucked away in a dark corner 
of a garage, this scenario will never happen.

So if you’re the owner of a British car, grab your 
goggles and driving gloves, and be sure to top off your 
dashpots! It’s time to have some fun! If you’re not the 
owner of a British car...maybe it’s time you join us! 

See you on the road.... 

Scott Helms

www.britishcarweek.org

26th Annual British Car Week
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NAMGAR GT-47
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NAMGBR MG 2022
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My name is Richard Hartnagel. I will be 85 years old next 
month and I have a 1980 MG-B that I am wanting to pass on 
to someone who has a passion for British Sports Cars. Due 
to arthritis, I now have to plan a recovery mode before I sit 
or kneel. This makes it difficult to enter or leave my MG-B 
roadster. It is time to let someone else enjoy this car as I 
have over the years.

I purchased this car in 1990. It has always been garaged 
in the ensuing years . It has 61,xxx original miles, original 
robin’s egg blue paint. To my knowledge, it has never been 
in a collision. The tires have good tread, the carpets have 
been replaced, the top has been replaced, the seat covers 
have been replaced and are in excellent shape. Also, the 
door panels have been replaced and the rest of the interior 

panels are included. It is just too difficult for me to install 
the remaining panels due to my arthritis. The car also 
has a tonneau cover and a dust cover for storage. The 
air pump and the electric fans for the radiator have also 
been replaced with new. It comes complete with a Haynes 
Automotive Repair Manual.

The body of the car has the normal dings but overall in 
fair shape. The car drives well. The brake linings have less 
than 9,000 miles on them. The attached pictures have been 
taken recently.

The auto is currently insured for $14,000. As best I can 
determine the NADA value for a 1980 MG-B in average 
condition is around $12,000. I think this car is in better 
than average condition. If someone is interested in the car, 
we can probably come to a mutually agreeable price for a lot 
less than this price. I am willing to negotiate a reasonable 
and fair price.

If you would be interested, I would be glad to let you drive 
the car and examine it in detail. If not interested, could you 
please let others in your club know about it’s availability.

I have enjoyed this car for some 32 years and hate to see 
it go, but it is time to let it be enjoyed by a new owner.

I can be contacted at (618)-691-9147. Leave a message if 
I do not answer and I will get back to you.

MGB for Sale
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Parting Shots - May is a busy Month!
6 May 22—Memories Car Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” hosted by the Memories Car Club at Faith Lutheran Church, 

13001 Gravois, Sunset Hills. 4 PM-9 PM, request participants bring canned goods for the church food pantry. 
For info, call or text Dennis at (417)770-0103.

7 May 22—Cars & Coffee-West, Sunrise Church, 7116 Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, MO, 8-10 AM.
7 May 22—Volvo de Mayo! At the tail end of the Cinco de Mayo parade on Cherokee Street, it’s a collection of 

local Volvo 240 owners out to celebrate the holiday. Decorations are encouraged!
7 May 22—Faith Baptist Church Car Show, 11835 County Rd CC, Festus. Registration 9-11 AM, $15, awards 

at 2 PM. All proceeds benefit the Hand ‘n Hand Pregnancy Help Center and MyLife Medical & Resource Center, 
High Ridge. Cash awards including Peoples’ Choice Award, Kids’ Choice, plus 50/50 drawing, door prizes, food. 
Rain date 14 May, info at www.faithfestus.com.

8 May 22—St Louis Region SCCA Solo Novice School, Family Arena. For more info, monitor https://solo.
stlscca.org/.

14 May 22—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Judge’s Training Seminar, 9:30 AM at Hyman Ltd, 
2310 Chaffee Drive, St Louis. You don’t have to be a concours judge to attend, everyone is welcome. Pizza and 
drinks will be offered, please bring $10 per person to cover costs. Please RSVP by 23 June to Jim Hendrix, 
jhendrix@curtispack.com

14 May 22—Corvette Show at the St Charles County Veterans Museum, hosted by Boone Trail Corvette Club, 
10 AM-2 PM, 410 E Elm St, O’Fallon, MO. Guests will received free admission to the museum and viewing of 
the cars, the event includes children’s activities. The museum will serve grill items such as hot dogs, brats and 
burgers from 11 AM-1 PM, donations appreciated. For more info call (636)294-2657.

15 May 22—St Louis Region SCCA Sunday Drive #1 Rally, or, “How to get from Collinsville to Highland in 1 
hour instead of 30 minutes.” A pleasant drive in the country to get rally season off to a good start, information 
at http://msreg.com/STLSundayDrive1.

15 May 22—Boone Trail Corvette Club Diamond Mineral Springs Drive. Meet at Mattingly’s on Truman 
Blvd in St Peters at 9:30 AM, 10 AM departure for Diamond Mineral Springs and lunch at 11:30. Cash-only 
establishment, any questions or to RSVP, contact Debbie Doak at (636)373-4850.

15 May 22—SLTOA MaiFest Drive. Meet at the Sandy Creek Covered Bridge off MO 21 at 9:30 AM for some 
socializing, followed by a meander through the Sandy Valley to the German Cultural Society’s Donau Park for 
lunch, oompah music and dancing. Figure on arrival at the MaiFest shortly after noon. More info to follow.

21 May 22—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 
weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online registration is $45.  For more info, monitor https://solo.
stlscca.org/.

21 May 22—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Wine Country Tour. Details to follow, or monitor https://
www.jagstl.com.

21 May 22— Cars & Coffee-Westport, Westport Plaza, 8-11 AM. Final C&C at Westport.
22 May 22—BTCC Pink Elephant & Motorheads Drive. Meet at the McDonald’s at Westport, 9 AM, for a 9:30 

departure. First stop, Pink Elephant Antique Mall, 908 Veterans Memorial Dr, Livingston, IL; second stop, 
The Corvair Museum, 10041 Palm Rd, Glenarm, IL ($5 donation). We’ll end up at Motorheads Bar & Grill, 600 
Toronto Rd, Springfield, IL, a Route 66-themed establishment. For more information contact Bob Marsh at 
bacm3@att.net or (636)368-7489.

28 May 22—1st Annual Cannonball Run Car Show, at the Mascoutah Sportsman’s Club, 1535 N County 
Rd, 8 AM-4 PM (register by noon).  $20 entry fee, food, music and awards, including Top 60 Awards, Club 
Participation Award, Burt Reynolds Memorial Award, Sammy Davis Jr Award, Dom Deluise Award and 
Cannonball Run Award (long distance).  For info call John Gales, (314)677-7700.

28 May 22—Caffeine & Chrome, Gateway Classic Cars of St Louis, 1237 Central Park Drive, O’Fallon, Illinois, 
9 AM. 

29 May 22—BSCC Autocross No. 3, Family :Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $50 for six runs.  For 
more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com. 

3 Jun 22—Memories Car Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” hosted by the Memories Car Club at Faith Lutheran Church, 
13001 Gravois, Sunset Hills. 4 PM-9 PM, request participants bring canned goods for the church food pantry. 
For info, call or text Dennisat (417)770-0103.

4 Jun 22—Cars & Coffee-West, Sunrise Church, 7116 Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, MO, 8-10 AM.
5 Jun 22—2022 St Louis European Auto Show, hosted by Mini of St Louis, 40 Sunnen Drive, 11 AM-2 PM, 

details to follow.
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